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Abstract. This study analyses information about the Kyrgyz in sources dating from
the reign of Emir Timur, that is, from the last third of the fourteenth to the early
fifteenth century. The study is particularly relevant because a source-critical analysis
of two medieval works — Matla® al-sa‘dayn wa majma‘“ al-bahrayn (The Rise of the Two
Auspicious Constellations and the Confluence of the Two Seas) by ‘Abd al-Razzaq
Samargandi and ‘Aja’ib al-magqdir fi tarikh-i Taymir (The Wonders of Predestination
in the History of Timur) by Ahmad ibn ‘Arabshah - makes it possible to determine the
chronological and geographical framework within which the main body of Kyrgyz tribes
appeared in the mountains of the Western Tian Shan. These works were examined
using the traditional chronological method of historical source criticism. Additional
sources were also consulted to assess the reliability of the information about the Kyrgyz
found in the work of ‘Abd al-Razzaq Samarqandi. The Kyrgyz are mentioned in Matla*“
al-sa‘dayn wa majma°‘ al-bahrayn in connection with the campaign into Moghulistan
undertaken by the Timurid prince Iskandar. This evidence makes it possible to localise
the Kyrgyz tribes in the late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries in the northern
regions of Moghulistan, in the southern part of the Altai Mountains near the city of
Beshbaliq. It is suggested that at that time the Kyrgyz tribes occupied the mountain
valleys of the southern spurs of the Mongolian Altai, while partly extending into the
Eastern Tian Shan, including the areas of the Bogdo-ula and Barkol Tagh mountain
systems. In addition, the Russian translation of Ahmad ibn ‘Arabshah's ‘Aja’ib al-
magqdur fi tarikh-i Temiir was examined. In its description of the military contingent
stationed in the fortress of Ashpara, on the eastern borders of Emir Timur's empire, a
tlimen of "Chagatai Kyrgyz" is mentioned. This translation was made by Kh. Bababekov
from the Uzbek translation by U. Uvatov. Its analysis, together with recourse to the
Arabic text and the English translation of ‘Aja’ib al-maqddr fi tarikh-i Taymur, showed
that the term girghi had been erroneously rendered as "Kyrgyz." The analysis therefore
indicates that the sources examined contain no reliable reference to the Kyrgyz in
the Western Tian Shan during the reign of Emir Timur. Consequently, the absence of
evidence for the Kyrgyz in the Western Tian Shan during Emir Timur's reign suggests
that the Kyrgyz, as a consolidated ethnic group, did not establish themselves in these
lands until after the fourteenth century.
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AnTtbiH OpAa TapUXbIHAAFBI KbIPFbI3 XaJIKbI

P. A6aymaHanos
Yammuik 3epmmey Tomck memaekemmik yHugepcumemi, Tomck, Peceli

Anpgarna. byn 3eprreyniy MakcaTel — XIV FaceIpAblH COHFBI yiuTeH 6ip 6estiri — XV FacblipJibiH
6acbiHaFbl OMip TeMipAiH 6UJiK eTKEH yaKbITblHA KATBICTHI JlepeKKe3AepAeri KbIpFbI3/iap TypaJibl
MaJliMeTTepAl Tangay. KyMBICT ©3eKTiJiri opTarachIpJibIK, ILIbIFapMajapAblH JepeKTaHYJIbIK
Tajsjaybl HeriziHge "Matyia ac-cafjalH Ba MamxkMa aJi-baxpeiiH (eki TakyaJiblK LIOKXYJAbI3/bIH
KeTepinyi xkoHe eki MYXUTThIH, Oipiryi)" A6a ap-Paszsak CaMapKaH/aU xkaHe "A>kaliub a1-Makayp du
Tapuxd Taiimyp (TeMyp TapuxblHAAFbl TaFAbIpAblH KepeMmeTi) Axmes M6bH Apabiuiax, baTbic TsHb-
lllanp TaysapblHAA KbIPFbI3 TalNaJapblHbIH Heri3ri MaccuBiHiH maiga GOJIybIHBIH, YaKbIT NEH
reorpadusbIK lIeHOepiH aHbIKTayFa MyMKiHAIK TyAbl. Bys Koukasbasnap Tapuxu Jlepekkeszepai
3epTTeYAiH J9CTYpJi XpPOHOJIOTUSJIBIK dAICIiH KoJiJlaHa OTBHIPbIN TanjaHbl. CoHaal-aK, 96/ oJi-
Pazsak CaMapKaHAUAIH eHOeriH/eri KbIpFbI3iap Typasbl MaJIiIMETTEPAiH AYPbICTBIFbIH PACTANUTBIH
KOCBIMIIIA lepeKKe3/ep TapThlaAbl. Onap "MaT/a ac-cafiaiiH Ba Ma/pkMa aJ1-baxpeliH" mibiFapMacbiH/1a
Tumypuy XaHwakbiMbel MckaHpaepZziy MofoJicTaHFa »KacaFaH >KOpBIFbl adCbIHJA aWTbLIFaH. bys
MaJjiiMmeTTep KpIpFbI3 TalnanapsiH X1V FaceIpAblH asgfbl MeH XV FacbIp/blH 6acblH/ja MOFOJICTAaHHBIH
CONTYCTiK alMaKTapblHJa AJTall TaynapblHbIH OHTYCTiK 6eJiiringe BemnbasiblK KaJaChbIHbIH
MaHbIH/Ia OKIlIayJlayFa MYMKiHZiK Gepefi. bys Ke3ze KbIpFbI3 Talmajapbl MOHFOJ AJITAUBIHBIH
OHTYCTIK cizieMAepiHiH Tay/abl aHfapJapblH aJjbll, imwliHapa IeiFeic TaHb-lllanbra - borgo-ysaa
*koHe BapkesTar Taysbl KylesepiHiH aliMaFblHa KOHbIC ay/lapAbl Jen 6o/kaHyAa. COHBIMEH KaTap
Axmepn n6H ApabiiaxThiH "AKkaii6 as-Makayp ¢u tapux-u Temyp (Temip TapUXbIHAAFbBI TaFAbIPAbIH,
FakaWblliTapbl)" LIbBIFAPMACBhIHbIH, OpbIC TiJMiHAeri aygapMmachl 3epTTes[i, oHAa oOMipe Temip
VMMIIepPUSACBhIHBIH IIBIFbIC IEKapaJapblH/laFbl Alllapa 6eKiHiciH/le OpHa/lacKaH 9CKepU KOHTUHT€HTTIiH
CcUIlaTTaMacblHAA "IMaFaTall KbIpFbI3gapbl” Aen aTajaabl. bys aygapmanbsl ©36ek aygapMacblHaH X.
bababekoB opbIHAaAbL. "KbIpFeId" TepMUHi KaTe TypAe "KbIpFbi3" fereH aTneH 6episireHiH KepceTTi.
Ocbunaiiiia, Omip Tumypably 6uiiri kesinge Bateic Tanb-lllaHb aymaFbiHAA KbIPFbI3/ap TypaJsibl
alThIIMaraHAbIFbl Tipkeafi. Jlemek, oMmip TuMypablH TycbiHJa 6atbic TaHb-1laHbZa KbIpFbI3Aap
TypaJibl aKNapaTThlH, 60JMaybl KbIPFbI3JJapAblH GipTYyTac STHUKAJBIK V)KbIM peTiHAe OyJ KepyepAi
XIV FacbIp/iaH epTe urepMereHi Typasbl alTyFa MYMKiH/iK 6epe/i.

Tyiin ce3gep: Keipreizmap; Camapkanju; u6H Apabuuax; maraTtaiiap; omip Tumyp; Eckenpip;
Ambapa; MoroJicTaH

Cinreme »kacay ymwiH: A6aymananoB P. AnteiH Opia TapuXbIHAAFbI KbIPFbI3 XasKbla. Journal of the
National Congress of Historians. 2026. Vol.7, no.3, pp.7-19.
KbIprpi3sl B IMCbMEHHBIX HICTOYHHKAX MepUoja npasjaeHus smupa Tumypa

P. AGaymaHanoB
HayuoHaabHblll uccaedosamensckuti Tomckuii 2ocydapcmeertbulil yHugepcumem, Tomck, Poccusi

AHHOTanus. Llesbl0 HACTOSALLEro UCCAeOBAHUS SIBJSIETCS aHaIW3 CBEJEeHUN O KbIPrbl3ax B UCTOY-
HHUKaAX, OTHOCSIIIMXCSI KO BpEMeHM INpaBjeHHs sMupa Tumypa B mocieaHeilr Tpetu XIV - Hayase
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XV Beka. AKTya/bHOCTb pPaboOThl 3aKJ/H4YaeTCs B TOM, YTO Ha OCHOBE HCTOYHUKOBEAYECKOTrO
aHa/u3a CpeJlHeBEKOBbIX COYMHEHUH «MaT/ia ac-cajjaiiH Ba MajpkMma aj-6axpaiH (Bocxon nByx
6J1arONpUSATHBIX CO3BE3UM U CAUsHUE [IByX OKeaHOB)» A6A ap-Pa3saka Camapkanju U «Axaiiuo
an-mMakayp ¢u Ttapuxu Takimyp (YUyzeca npefomnpefesieHusi B uctopuu Temypa)» Axmeja uOGH
Apabuaxa cTajJo BO3MOXHBIM OllpefieJieHHe BpeMeHHbIX U reorpaduyeckux paMoK NOSIBJEHUs B
ropax 3anagHoro TsaHb-1lllaHs 0CHOBHOro MaccHBa KbIPTbI3CKUX IJieMeH. [laHHble PYKOMUCH ObLIU
IIpOaHaJM3UPOBAHBI C UCII0JIb30BAHWEM TPAAULIMOHHOTO XPOHOJIOTUYECKOI0 MeTO/|a UCCIe,OBAHUA
UCTOPUYECKUX UCTOYHUKOB. TakKe OBbLIM NpPUBJEYEeHbl JONOJHUTeJbHble HUCTOYHUKH, KOTOpbIe
HOATBEPAUINA LOCTOBEPHOCTb CBEJEHUM O KbIprbi3ax B TpyAe A6[ ap-Passaka Camapkangu. OHU
yIOMHWHAIOTCA B COYMHEHUM «MaTja ac-caflalH Ba Ma/pkMa aj-6axpalH» B KOHTEKCTe NoXoza
B Morosucrad TUMypHUJCKoro napesuda Hckangepa. 3TH cBeZleHUS MO3BOJAKT JIOKAJU30BaTh
KbIPTbI3CKHE IJieMeHa B nepuoj KoHua XIV - Hayasia XV Beka B ceBepHbIX palioHax MoroJjucTaHa
B I0KHOW 4acTu AsTalickux rop B6su3u ropoja bembasnbika. [IpeanosaraeTcs, 4To B 3TO BpeMs
KbIpTbI3CKHME IJIeMeHa 3aHHMaJjJd TOpHble J[OJIMHBl IOKHBIX OTpPOroB MoHrosbckoro AJiTad,
YacTHYHO OTKO4YeBbIBasl B npejesbl BoctoyHoro Taub-lllansa - B pailoH ropHbix cucteM borzmo-yna
u Bbapkénbrara. Kpome Toro, 6b11 M3y4eH pycCKUH NepeBoJ COYMHeHUs1 AxMeaa M6H Apabiaxa
«Amxabub an-makayp ¢u tapux-u Temyp (Uyneca npeponpeseseHus B uctopuu Temypa)», rae B
ONMCaHWU BOMHCKOTO KOHTUHIE€HTA, pa3MelléHHOT0 B KpelnocTH AllNapa Ha BOCTOYHbIX IpPaHULAX
uMIepuu sMupa TUMypa, YNOMHHAaeTCs TYMEH «4araTalCKuUX KbIpProi3oB». JlaHHBIA HepeBo/,
6611 BeiNoJIHEH X. bababekoBbIM € y36eKCKOro nepesoja Y. YBaToBa, aHaJU3 KOTOPOro, BMecTe C
npUBJedeHUEM apabCKOTO TEKCTa U aHIVIMHCKOro NnepeBo/ia COUMHEeHUs «AMxalub an-Mmakayp ¢u
Tapuxu TaliMyp», moKa3aJ, YTO TEPMUH «KUPFUI» ObLI OUIMOOYHO NepeflaH KaK «KbIpFbI3». TeM
caMbIM GUKCUPYETCS OTCYTCTBUE YIIOMUHAHUHN KbIPTbI30B HA TeppUTOpUsx 3anagHoro TaHb-1llaHs B
nepuo/ npasjeHud sMmupa Tumypa. CiiefoBaTebHO, OTCYTCT-BHE CBEIEHUU O KbIPTbI3aX Ha 3aN1alHOM
Taub-1llane B anoxy npasJsienusi aMupa THMypa 103BoJISIET TOBOPUTD O TOM, YTO KbIPI'bI3bl KaK eJUHbIN
3THUYECKUU KOJIJIEKTUB OCBOWJIM 3T 3eMJIU B lepuo/, He paHee XIV Beka.

KiiroueBble C/10Ba: KbIPrbi3bl, CaMapkaHAy; MOH Apabiiax; yaratau; amup Tumyp; UckaHzaep; Aubapa;
MorosnucraH

Introduction

The study of the origins of the modern Kyrgyz people is characterized by considerable
scholarly debate, the most significant issue being the routes and chronology of the migration
of their core population to the Western Tian Shan. It must be stated at the outset that the
view held by scholars who entirely deny a historical connection between the modern Kyrgyz
and the ancient Siberian Kyrgyz (Kyzlasov 1959: 104-113; Kyzlasov 1984: 65-67; Kyzlasov
2017) is thoroughly refuted by population genetics data, which confirm a direct genetic link
between them. Contemporary scholarly discourse favors the "migration theory," which posits
the relocation of the main body of Kyrgyz tribes from the Sayan-Altai region to the Tian Shan;
however, scholars differ regarding the chronology of this process. In this context, a critical
analysis of sources on Kyrgyz history is important.
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Materials and Methods

To achieve the primary objective of the study, two sources dating from the reign of Emir
Timur that contain information on the history of the Kyrgyz people were analyzed: Matla‘
al-Sa‘dayn wa Majma“ al-Bahrayn (The Rising of the Two Auspicious Constellations and the
Confluence of the Two Oceans) by ‘Abd al-Razzaq Samarqandi, and ‘Aja’ib al-Maqdur fi Tarikh-i
Timur (The Wonders of Predestination in the History of Timur) by Ahmad ibn ‘Arabshah. To
verify information concerning the Kyrgyz during this period, materials from the following
sources were also consulted: Yuan Chao Bi Shi (The Secret History of the Mongols); Zafar-nama
(Book of Victories) by Sharaf al-Din ‘Ali Yazdi; Zubdat al-Tawarikh-i Baysanguri (The Cream of
Baysangur's Chronicles) by Hafiz-i Abru; Tarikh-i Rashidi (History of Rashid) by Muhammad
Haidar; Majmu‘ al-Tawarikh (Collection of Histories) by Sayf al-Din Akhsikati; Xiyu Xingcheng Ji
(Account of a Journey to the Western Regions) by Chen Cheng; Ming Xuanzong Shilu (Veritable
Records of the Ming Emperor Xuanzong); Ming Shi (History of the Ming Dynasty); and Xu
Wenxian Tongkao (Continuation of the Comprehensive Examination of Literature). Source
analysis, combined with the comparative-historical method and the critical cross-referencing
of diverse written accounts, forms the methodological basis of this study.

Literature Review

The main hypotheses concerning the origins of the Kyrgyz can be broadly divided into
two approaches, conventionally referred to as the “autochthonous” and “migration” theories.
Proponents of the former argue that the Kyrgyz have inhabited the Tien Shan and East Turkestan
since ancient times. The prominent Sinologist N. Ya. Bichurin is generally regarded as an early
proponent of this theory (Bichurin 1950: 38). The “autochthonous” theory is closely associated
with hypotheses identifying the Kyrgyz with the ancient Wusun (Usun). This hypothesis was
first advanced by N. A. Aristov, who argued that the “popular name of the Wusun” was “Kyrgyz,”
while “Wusun” was merely a political designation (Aristov 1876: 274-456; Aristov 2001: 219).
According to B. Soltonoey, in the 2nd century BC, the Kyrgyz, led by the Wusun, were defeated by
the Xiongnu and consequently forced to migrate from their lands in the Sayan-Altai region to the
Tien Shan (Soltonoev 1993: 131-133). T. A. Akerov, in turn, has identified the direct ancestors
of the Kyrgyz as the Az-Wusun (Akerov 2005: 39-42), the Hyperboreans (Akerov 2012: 5), or
simply the Wusun (Akerov 2020).

Within the “migration” theory, two principal approaches can likewise be distinguished,
primarily on the basis of the proposed chronology of the Kyrgyz migration to the Tien Shan.
Proponents of the first approach argue that the ancient Siberian Kyrgyz migrated to the Tien
Shan before the 15th century. According to V. V. Radlov, the ancient Siberian Kyrgyz were forced
to migrate from their original territories in three directions - to the Tien Shan, the Upper Yenisei
region, and the lands north of the Sayan Mountains - during the Mongol expansion in the 13th
century (Radlov 1929: 20). The view that the Kyrgyz migrated to the Tien Shan during the pre-
Mongol or Mongol periods was also expressed by Ch. Ch. Valikhanov (Valikhanov 1958: 59). G.
E. Grumm-Grzhimailo argued that the Kyrgyz migrated from the Baikal region to the Tien Shan
during the Mongol period (Grumm-Grzhimailo 1926: 450). A. N. Bernstam proposed that the
Kyrgyz migration to the Tien Shan took place gradually, beginning in the 1st century BC and
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continuing through the 8th-10th centuries (Bernstam 1955: 23). O. Karaev dated the formation
of the Kyrgyz people to the 11th-15th centuries and regarded the capture of cities in East
Turkestan by the Kyrgyz in the 10th century, including Aksu, as the beginning of this process
(Karaev 1966: 105). Yu. S. Khudyakov broadly concurred with Karaev’s view. He argued that,
during the existence of the Kyrgyz Khaganate from 840 onward, military expansion led some
Kyrgyz tribes to move into East Turkestan and occupy part of the Tarim Basin. Subsequently,
during the Khitan invasion of the Mongolian steppes, the previously unified body of Kyrgyz tribes
was divided into two groups: the Sayan and East Turkestan Kyrgyz. According to Khudyakov, the
East Turkestan Kyrgyz subsequently played a major role in the formation of the modern Kyrgyz
people in the Tien Shan (Khudyakov 1995: 139). According to A. M. Mokeev, the Kyrgyz people
took shape in the Tien Shan between the 15th and 18th centuries through a prolonged process of
interaction and mutual influence between two principal components: the ancient and medieval
tribal communities of the Tien Shan region and the Kyrgyz tribes that migrated there from the
Irtysh region and Altai in the 15th century (Mokeev 1990: 131-137; Mokeev 1996: 204-244;
Mokeev 2010). A detailed examination of the scholarly debate surrounding these issues has
been provided by S. M. Abramzon (Abramzon 1990: 23-31), A. M. Mokeev (Mokeev 2010: 9-24),
Yu. S. Khudyakov (Butanaev, Khudyakov 2000: 134-144), Ch. D. Turdalieva (Turdalieva 2015:
14-26), and R. A. Abdumanapov (Abdumanapov 2015: 10-21).

Results

When examining the numerous theories concerning the origins of the Kyrgyz people, a key
issue is determining when their primary ethnic core first appeared in the Tian Shan region. In
this context, references to the Kyrgyz in sources from the reign of Emir Timur (the second half
of the fourteenth century) help establish the approximate timeframe of their settlement in the
Tian Shan. The reign of Emir Timur has been extensively studied in historiography, and a wide
range of sources documenting the history of his state has survived. These include Roznamai-yi
Ghazavat-i Hindustan (Diary of Timur’s Campaign in India) by Ghiyas al-Din Ali ibn Jamal al-Islam
Yazdi; Matla‘ al-Sa‘dayn wa Majma‘ al-Bahrayn (The Rising of the Two Auspicious Constellations
and the Confluence of the Two Oceans) by ‘Abd al-Razzaq Samarqgandi; Zafarnama (Book of
Victories) by Sharaf al-Din Ali Yazdi; Mu'‘izz al-Ansab (Glorifier of Genealogies); Zafarnama
(Book of Victories) by Nizam al-Din Shami; ‘Aja’ib al-Maqdur fi Tarikh-i Timur (The Wonders
of Predestination in the History of Timur) by Ibn ‘Arabshah; and other works. These detailed
accounts of Emir Timur’s state, many of them written by contemporaries, cover various aspects
of imperial life, including administrative structures, the formation of tribal “ulus” (territorial-
administrative units), military affairs, architectural traditions, political events, clan and family
relations, and ethnographic information.

However, despite the abundance of sources describing events in the fourteenth century across
the vast territory extending from Khorasan in the west to Mongolia in the east, the Kyrgyz are
mentioned in only two of these works. This makes it necessary to examine the relevant passages
in these sources carefully within the framework of established chronological approaches to the
study of historical sources and in conjunction with a broader range of historical evidence.
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Matla“ al-Sa‘dayn wa Majma“ al-Bahrayn by Abd al-Razzaq Samarqandi

The earliest mention of the Kyrgyz in a source from the Timurid period appears in the
manuscript Matla’ al-Sa‘dayn wa Majma‘ al-Bahrayn (The Rising of the Two Auspicious
Constellations and the Confluence of the Two Oceans) by ‘Abd al-Razzaq Samargandi. The
work was completed in 887 AH (1462-1463)? and chronicles events from the beginning of
the reign of the Ilkhan Abu Sa‘id in 704 AH (1304-1305) to 875 AH (1470-1471) (Samarqandi
1973: 150). ‘Abd al-Razzaq Samarqandi mentions the Kyrgyz in connection with a campaign
into Moghulistan undertaken in 802 AH (1399-1400) by the fifteen-year-old prince Iskandar, a
grandson of Emir Timur. Following the death of the Moghul Khan Khizr-Khoja Oghlan, a conflict
broke out among his sons, against whom Khudaidad, the “ulus-begi” of the Dughlat tribe, rose
in opposition. Prince Iskandar sought to take advantage of this internecine conflict. He had been
entrusted with guarding the eastern borders of Emir Timur’s empire together with a contingent
of Chagatai emirs assigned to him. Without obtaining his grandfather’s permission, he launched
a campaign into Moghulistan. His army passed through the Uch-Barman region and besieged
and captured the fortress of Aksu. It subsequently captured the city of Bai, after which Iskandar
launched raids into the regions of Kusan and Tarim. Although the prince intended to “reach the
farthest limits of Moghulistan,” the emirs accompanying him dissuaded him from proceeding
further. The army therefore marched south, conquered Khotan, and only then returned to its
camp on the Ili River. Samargandi records: “As an offering to Timur, [Iskandar] sent - escorted
by Sheikh-Yasaul - several sets of nine exquisite beauties from Almalyk and Khotan, as well
as enchantresses from the Kyrgyz lands and Pishbalyk; he [Sheikh-Yasaul] arrived at the High
Orda in the land of Sham” (Samarqandi 1973: 158). The practice of presenting gifts in groups
of nine was characteristic of Turkic-Mongol peoples from ancient times. The number nine held
particular sacred significance in their traditions. For example, Genghis Khan possessed a “nine-
bunchuk standard” (The Secret History 1941: 158), while medieval Mongol tradition provided
for the forgiveness of “nine offenses” (The Secret History 1941: 159, 161, 164, 166, 167). The
presentation of gifts in sets of nine was also customary in the empire of Emir Timur. A well-
known example is provided by the ruler of Shirvan, Sheikh Ibrahim, who presented Emir Timur
with “gifts - nine of each kind, as was the custom among Mongol sovereigns.” He presented
only eight slaves, however, declaring: “I myself am the ninth.” Timur was reportedly so pleased
with him that he called him his son, bestowed upon him a robe of honor, appointed him ruler of
Shirvan and Shemakha, and sent him back to his domains (Ashurbeyli 1983: 192).

The sudden campaign of Prince Iskandar into Moghulistan is also described in the Zafarnama
by Sharaf al-Din Ali Yazdi. He writes that the Jetin - thatis, Moghul - ulus had fallen into disarray
following the death of Khizr-Khwaja-Oghlan. “Emirzadeh Iskandar,” having gathered his Andijan
troops, set out for Moghulistan. His forces captured and plundered Yarkand and then raided
Saryk-Kamish, Kalpin, Ala-Kul, Yar-Kurgan, Chahar-Tak, and Kinuk-Bagh. After a forty-day siege,
the Chagatai army captured the fortress of Aksu. Bay and Kusan were subsequently attacked, and
a raid was launched against Tarim. Iskandar’s army then conquered Khotan before returning to
Kashgar. There, the prince selected “two groups of nine — Moghul women with faces like peris
and Khotanese women resembling houris” and, accompanied by Sheikh-Yasaul, sent them as a gift
to his grandfather (Yazdi 1973: 146-147). The similarity between these accounts can be explained
by the fact that Samarqandi’s work, in its first part and in its second part when describing events
before 830 AH (1426-1427), presents an abridged version of the work of Hafiz-i Abru. Moreover,
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where Samarqandi’s text diverges from Hafiz-i Abru, the inserted passages are derived specifically
from the work of Sharaf al-Din Yazdi (Samarqandi 1973: 150). It is therefore possible that
Samarqgandi based his account of Prince Iskandar’s campaign into Moghulistan on Yazdi’s report
while modifying it to some extent on the basis of other sources available to him.

In his account of Prince Iskandar’s campaign, Samarqandi establishes a geographical parallel
between the “beauties of Almalyk and Khotan,” associated with the southern part of Moghulistan,
and the “enchantresses from the Kyrgyz lands and Pishbalyk,” associated with its northern part.
Yazdi, by contrast, mentions “houri-like women of Khotan” instead of the “beauties of Almalyk
and Khotan” and refers to “fairy-like Moghul women” rather than the “enchantresses from
the Kyrgyz lands and Pishbalyk.” The reference to the capture of the “enchantresses from the
Kyrgyz lands and Pishbalyk” suggests that Iskandar’s raids may have extended as far as Turfan
and Beshbaliqg. O. Karaev cites information from Hafiz-i Abru indicating that Iskandar’s army
reached “Almalyk and Beshbaliq” and associates the capture of women from the Kyrgyz lands
and Beshbaliq with the subjugation of these territories. He further notes that, “according to
Eastern authors, the Kyrgyz people at that time were nomadic in the area northwest of the city
of Beshbaliq” (Karaev 1995: 67).

An analysis of the routes followed by Iskandar’s Chagatai army therefore makes it possible to
determine the approximate location of the Kyrgyz tribes during this period.

Aja’ib al-Maqdur fi Tarikh-i Timur by Ahmad ibn Arabshah

Ahmadibn‘Arabshah’swork,‘Aja’ibal-MaqdurfiTarikh-i Timur (The Wondersof Predestination
in the History of Timur), was written in Arabic in 1436 and subsequently translated into several
languages, including Latin, French, English, and Russian (Akhmedov et al. 1999: 10). In 1992,
U. Uvatov translated the work into Uzbek, and the translation was published in two parts (Ibn
Arabshoh 1992a; Ibn Arabshoh 1992b). Uvatov based his translation on the Cairo edition of the
text, published in Egypt in December 1887 (Ibn Arabshoh 1992a: 61). In 2008, Kh. Bababekov
translated the work into Russian, basing his translation on the Uzbek version (Ibn Arabshakh
2008). It is in this Russian translation of ‘Aja’ib al-Maqdur fi Tarikh-i Timur that a tumen (a
military unit of ten thousand) of “Chagatai Kyrgyz” is mentioned in the description of the
military contingent stationed at the Ashpara fortress on the eastern frontier of Emir Timur’s
empire. The relevant passage reads: “Among them was a group (detachment) from Arab Iraq and
Azerbaijan; there were also a number of men known as ‘Joni Qurbon.” They joined those fighters
- comprising one tumen (ten thousand) of Chagatai Kyrgyz - to Emir Argunshah” (author’s note:
the stylistic features of the translation have been retained) (Ibn Arabshah 2008: 193).

The Uzbek translation by U. Uvatov, on which the Russian translation was based,
reads: “lllyaap scymaacudan XuHd ea MynamoH ackapsaapudaH 6up mouga, Apab Hpoku ea
O3ap6atisxcoH KywuHudaH 6up kaem, Popc ea XypocoH cysopuiinapudaH 6up 2ypyx, Kouu
Kyp6oH de6 amasaduzaH odamaapdaH 6upmyHuacu 6op 30u. Yaap yua xcaH24yugiapHu Yyuramou
KupFuliziapudaH 6up mymoH 6uaat (6upza) amup ApryHwoxea kywduaap” (Ibn Arabshah 1992a:
282). Our translation from the Uzbek reads: “Among them were a group of warriors from India
and Multan, a contingent from Arab Iraq and Azerbaijan, a cavalry detachment from Fars and
Khorasan, and a portion of the men known as Jani Qurban. They joined these warriors, together
with a tuman of Chagatai ‘hawks,’ to Emir Arghunshah.” Regarding the term “kuprutirapudan”
(“hawks”), U. Uvatov notes that the original manuscript uses the term “yasok” (Ibn Arabshah
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1992b: 152). Thus, the text of Ibn Arabshah contains no reference to a separate tuman of Chagatai
Kyrgyz. It is likely that Kh. Bababekov made a single-letter error, reading “suprutizapudan”
(“hawks”) as “kupruszaapudan” (“from the Kyrgyz”).

To clarify this passage, other translations of Ibn Arabshah’s work may be compared. In J.
Sanders’s English translation, the relevant passage reads: “... which troops with a tumen of the
army of the Jagatais they entrusted to the Amir Argun Shah ...” (Tamerlane 1936: 194).In other words,
“they entrusted these troops, along with a ‘tumen’ (ten thousand - J. S.’s note) from the Chagatai army,
to Amir Argun Shah.” At our request, S.A. Tuleubaeva, a specialist in Arabic philology and Doctor of
Philological Sciences, translated the relevant passage from a photocopy of the Arabic manuscript of
Ibn Arabshah (The Timurnamah 1882: 199). Her translation of the phrase reads: “... they added
these armed, brave horsemen, along with a yashak (yashak - troops - S. T's note) of Chagatai, to
Amir Argun Shah.” As in U. Uvatov’s note, Tuleubaeva’s translation uses the term yasok/yashak.
According to S. A. Tuleubaeva, the term yashak/yashak may represent an Arabic rendering of the
Turkic term jasak, meaning “detachment” or “unit.” In this context, it may therefore be translated
as “troops” or “army.” Moreover, in accordance with Arabic linguistic norms and word order; the
phrase can be understood as “Chagatai’s yashak.” There are indeed examples of the term jasak
being used specifically in the sense of a “detachment” or “unit” According to K. K. Yudakhin's
dictionary, “jasak” was formerly used in Kyrgyz to denote the “retinue of a major military leader,”
as well as in the compound expression “jasak-jabdyk”, meaning “military equipment” (Kyrgyz-
Russian Dictionary 1985: 238). It should also be noted that the Ashpara fortress was built by
the Timurid prince Muhammad-Sultan on the river of the same name. Today, its ruins form the
Chaldybar archaeological site on the border between Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan (Karaev 1995:
67; Kozhobekov 2017: 20). According to Sharaf al-Din Yazdi, in February 1398 Emir Timur
appointed Prince Muhammad-Sultan to govern the frontier with Moghulistan and ordered him to
construct a fortress in the Ashpara region. He assigned several emirs to assist him - Berdy-bek,
Haji Saif al-Din, Khudaidad-i Husaini, and Shams al-Din Abbas - and allocated a force of 40,000
horsemen (Yazdi 1973: 144-145). Ibn Arabshah reports: “They occupied the valleys there, sowed
fields, and built several fortresses, the most remote of which is called Ashpara. They constructed
an impregnable fortress there, poised for raids and devastation” (Volin 1960: 91).

Conclusion

An analysis of Matla‘ al-Sa‘dayn wa Majma‘ al-Bahrayn by ‘Abd al-Razzaq Samarqgandi shows
that the work does indeed mention Kyrgyz female captives presented to Emir Timur by Prince
Iskandar following his campaign in Moghulistan. The sequence of events described in connection
with Iskandar’s campaign indicates that, at that time, the Kyrgyz were nomadic in areas adjacent
to Beshbaliq. When this evidence is considered together with other written sources and
ethnographicdata concerning traditional nomadic practices, the location of Kyrgyz encampments
during this period can be specified more precisely: they appear to have been situated in the
mountain gorges of the Southern Altai, immediately north of Beshbaliq. This area provided
conditions suitable for a mountain-based nomadic lifestyle involving the use of alpine pastures,
a practice that has remained characteristic of the Kyrgyz. The region, situated between the spurs
of the Southern Altai and the northeastern spurs of the Tian Shan, was known as “Northern Jete”
( - Jete-yi Shamal), or Northern Moghulistan. Later, the region came under the rule of
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the Oirat khuntaijis, and part of the Kyrgyz population became incorporated into the Oirat Horde.
At the same time, sources from this period also mention an independent “Kyrgyz” domain.

An examination of Ibn Arabshah’s ‘Aja’ib al-Maqdur fi Tarikh-i Timur, specifically the account
of the military garrison at the Timurid fortress of Ashpara, reveals no reference to the Kyrgyz.
The term “Chagatai Kyrgyz” appears in Kh. Bababekov’s Russian translation, which was based
on U. Uvatov’s Uzbek translation, appears to result from a translation error. The issue is
particularly significant because this reading also influenced the author of the present study. In
an earlier article, the author interpreted the passage as evidence for the presence of a distinct
Kyrgyz tumen within the Chagatai forces (Abdumanapov 2023: 436). The alleged presence of
“Chagatai Kyrgyz” at the Ashpara fortress has likewise been cited in the research of the history
enthusiast M. B. Baibosunov (Baibosunov 2024).

This case underscores the importance of meticulous examination of translated historical
texts in conjunction with a broad range of sources. In this context, the following observation
by the Kyrgyz linguist I. A. Batmanov is particularly relevant: “When discussing the arrival of
the Kyrgyz in the Tian Shan in the context of the history of the Kyrgyz language, we refer not to
the appearance of isolated groups that subsequently dissolved into other, more powerful tribal
confederations, but to the arrival of a collective that - through interaction with other tribal and
ethnic groups - preserved its linguistic distinctiveness and served as the core for the eventual
formation of the modern Kyrgyz nation” (Batmanov 1947: 48). In line with this interpretation,
the present study finds that the historical sources from the Timurid period do not document the
presence of the Kyrgyz, as a major ethnic community, in the western Tian Shan. The evidence
examined here instead indicates that the Kyrgyz were nomadic in the southern foothills of the
Altai during this period, while their presence in the territory of the modern western Tian Shan
is attested by sources only at a later date.

Notes

1. Geneticmaterialancestraltomorethan40% ofthe modernKyrgyzpopulation-specifically
the R-S23592 and R-YP1506 subclades - has been identified in burials associated with
the Karasuk archaeological culture in the Minusinsk Basin (Sabitov 2016).

2. Here and throughout the text, dates in the Islamic calendar are correlated with the
European calendar using the synchronistic tables of I. A. Orbeli (Orbeli 1941).
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