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Abstract. The article presents the results of sociological research conducted within the
framework of the project “Development of scientifically grounded concept of formation
of modern historical science of Kazakhstan”. One hundred Kazakhstani experts-historians
specializing in various aspects of the development of domestic historical science were
surveyed by means of in-depth interviews and questionnaire methods. Historiographical
analysis of works of Kazakhstani and foreign scientists determined that conducting
sociological surveys in Kazakhstan in the field of history is a very rare phenomenon. They
were mainly related to the study of the state of historical consciousness. The conducted
survey addressed the problem of formation and the state of historical memory of modern
Kazakhstanis, as it was assessed by the experts themselves. The issues studied included
attitude and interest in history, the level of historical literacy, and many others. An
important issue was the opinion of experts on the demand of the scientific community
to create a new concept of historical consciousness to replace the one that was adopted
in the mid-1990s. Another significant part of this study was to identify the most effective,
in the opinion of experts, tools for the formation of historical memory: cinema, books,
mass media, school, etc., as well as to assess their role and degree of influence. A survey
conducted among Kazakhstani experts-professional historians-allowed us to draw a
number of conclusions regarding the content, nature, and prospects for the formation,
development, and current level of historical consciousness among Kazakhstanis during
the survey period. Despite some differences in assessments, the experts surveyed were
fairly unanimous in their conclusions about the citizens of Kazakhstan's sustained and
regular interest in the country's history. However, despite the demonstrated interest in
history, they consider its level to be insufficiently high. A factor that may at least partially
explain this result is the state's insufficient or ineffective efforts to foster historical
consciousness among citizens. Therefore, they noted the need for consolidated efforts by
both professional historians and government agencies to raise public interest in history
in general and improve historical literacy in particular. Another important result of the
survey was the need, voiced by the majority of experts, to revise and update the "Concept
of Historical Consciousness" in line with current realities. However, as the survey
results show, many experts were unable to clearly articulate which points in the current
Concept should be excluded or amended, limiting themselves to simply stating the need
for changes. Furthermore, the survey revealed that professional historians believe that
information and communication tools (mass media, internet) remain the most effective
tools for influencing the formation of historical consciousness in modern Kazakhstan, and
that communicating historical information through cinema is also effective. The results
of the study laid a certain foundation for further work on the study of both the historical
consciousness of Kazakhstanis and historical science as a whole.
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KasakcTaH Xa/JIKbIHbIH, TAPUXU CAHACHI
(2021 k. capanuubLIbIK, cCaya/IHAMA MaTepHuaJijapbl 00MbIHILA)

A.Kan6ocuHOBa
Kowbl YaviceiH 3epdesiey FolabimMu uHcmumymol, AcmaHa, Kazakcmau

Angarna. MAggaTna. Makanaga «KasakcTaHHbIH 3aMaHayu TapUXW FBLIBIMBIH KaJbIITACTbIPYZbIH,
FBUIBIMU HETi3/leJITEH TYKbIPbIMAAMAaChIH 93ipJiey» »K00achlH iCKe achlpy LIeHOepiHfe KyprizijreH
9JIeyMeTTiK 3eTTePYIePAiH HOTHKeepi yChIHbLIFaH. TepeH/leTi/ireH cyx6aT KoHEe cayalHaMa aty d/ic-
Tepi apKbL/bl, OTAHABIK TAPUX FHIIBIMBIH JaMbITY/IbIH 9PTYpJli acneKTisiepi 60ibIHIIa MaMaH/JaHFaH
Ka3aKCTaHJbIK »KY3 capalllbl-TapUXIIbIJAH »Kayan aJblHFaH. KasakKcTaHJBIK »KoHe LIeTeNfiK
FaJIBIMJIap/blH, KYMBICTApblHA >KacaJlFaH TapUxXHaMaJblK, Tasjay, KasakcTaHza Tapux cajacblHa
dJIeyMeTTiK caya/IHaMa eTe CUPEK KYprisisireHiH kepceTTi. OJiap HerisiHeH, TapUXU caHa CYpaKTapbIHBIH,
»Kal-KYHiH 3epTTeyMeH 6ailyiaHbIcThI 60J1bINTHL. JKyprisisireH cayasHama Kasipri 3aMmaHfbl Ka3aKCTaH-
JABIKTapAbIH TapUXU aJbIHbIH, KaFAalbl MeH OHbl KaJbIITACTbIPy MaceJiesiepiHe KATbICTbl 60JbI,
capamniiblIap/iblH, 63/iepi ocblIail Jen Gafanajbl. 3epTTeJNreH CypaKTapAblH ilriHAe MblHajlap 6ap:
TapUXKAa KO3Kapachl >KoHe KbI3bIFYLIbLIBIFb], TAPUXH CAyaTThUIBIK AeHTeli *KoHe TafFbl GackaJap.
MaHpbI3bl cypakTapAblH, iltinge, 1990 xkblagapAblH, OpTacblH/a KaOblaJaHFAaHHbBIH, OPHBIHA, )KaHa/laH
TapUXU CaHa TY:KbIPbIMAMAaChIH KYPY¥a JereH FblJIbIMUA KOFaM/AACThIK KOWFaH cayas/JblH KaXKeTTiliri
Typasibl capanuiblIapAblH mikipi 601461 CapaniubliapAblH MiKipiHile, aTasaFaH 3epTTeY/iH MaHbI3AbI
6esiriniy 6ipi kuHO, KiTanTap, BAK, MekTen »aHe T.6. CUSIKTbl TApUXHU CaHAHbI KAJBbINITACTBIPYAbIH
GapblHIlIa MAPMEH/i KypaJJJapblH *KoHe 0JIap/AbIH peJii MeH alaMfa bIKNaJ €Ty JdpPeXeCiH aHbIKTay
eni. KazakcraHgblK capaniubliap - KoCiOW TapUXIIbLIAp - apacblHjA XKYprisijireH cayajiHama 6isre
cayaJlHaMa Ke3eHiH/ie Ka3aKCTaH/bIKTap apacblHAAaFbl TAPUXU CaHAHbIH KaJIbIITACybIHbIH, JAMYbIHbIH
’KOHe Kasipri geHreiiHiH MasMyHbl, CUIAThbl XoHe OoJiallaFbl TypaJbl GipKaTap KOPbITbIHAbLIAP
»KacayFa MYMKiHAiK Gepgi. Baranayzarbl kei6ip adblpMallbIbIKTapFa KapaMacTaH, cayajJHaMara
KaTbICKaH capanubuiap KasakcraH azaMaTTapblHbIH €J TApUXbIHA JereH TYPaKThl XKoHe TYPaKThl
KbI3BIFYLIBUIBIFBI TYpasibl KOPBITBIHAbBLIAPbIHAA 6Gipaybi3fiaH 6oJsjbl. JlereHMeH, Tapuxka JereH
KbI3bIFYIIbLIBIKTbIH KOpCETiIreHiHe KapaMmacTaH, 0Jlap OHbIH JleHTeHiH »KeTKiJiKci3 >KoFapbl Jen
caHaW bl by HaTHMXKeHi KeM lereH e illiHapa TYCiHAipeTiH GaKTop - MeMJIeKeTTiHa3aMaTTapapachkiH/a
TapUXU CaHAHbI KAJIBINTACThIPYFa 6aFbITTA/IFAH XKETKJIIKCi3 HeMece THiMCi3 Kyli-Kirepi. COHIbIKTaH
0J1ap KacCi6W TapuXUIbLIAPABIH A3, MEMJIEKETTIK OpraH/ap/iblH, /1a KaJIbl TAPUXKA JlereH KOFaM/IbIK
KbI3bIFYIIBLIBIKTBI apTThIPY XoHe TapUXU CayaTThUIBIKThI KaKcapTy YIIiH OipikTipiireH kyui-xkirep
YKYMcay KaXKeTTijliriH atan eTTi. Caya/HaMaHbIH Tafbl 6ip MaHbI3Jbl HOTHKECI - capamlubliapiblH,
KONIIiJIiriHiH, Kasipri mbIHAbIKKA colikec «Tapuxu caHa TYKbIpbIMJaMacblH» KalTa Kapay »XoHe
)KaHAPTY KaKeTTijiri. /lereHMeH, cayajlHaMa HOTHKesepi KepceTKeHJel, KeNTereH capallibliap
Kasipri TyxpIppIMAaMaZaFbl Kald TapMakKTapZbl ajblll TacTay HeMece TYy3eTy KepeKTilriH HaKThbl
aiiTa aaMajbl, TEK ©3TepicTep eHri3dy KaXKeTTiJiriH aiTymeH uiekrtes/i. COHbIMEH KaTap, cayajHaMa
K9Ci6U TapHUXIIbLIAP/bIH, aKIAPaTThIK XX9He KOMMyHUKaUUsAAbIK Kypanaap (BAK, untepHer) Kasipri
KasakcTaH/1a Tapuxy CaHaHbIH KaJIbIIITACYbIHA 9CEP €TY/IiH eH THIM/i KypaJibl 60JIbII KaJia 6epei gemn
CaHAWTBIHBIH K9HE TApPUXU aKNapaTThl KUHO apKbLJbl KeTKi3y /e TUIM/Ii eKeHiH KepCeTTi.
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3epTTey HaTHXKeJlepi Ka3aKCTaHAbIKTAP/IbIH TAPHUXU CAHACHIH FaHA eMeC, COHbIMEH Gipre »KaJlIbl alFaH/a,
TapHUXH FbLIBIM/bI 3€PTTEY KOHIH/ETi }KyMbICTap/Abl 0J1aH 9pi xKypridyre HaKThI Heri3zeMe 60D
Ty#iH ce3aep: Tapuxu XaJbl; TApUXU caHa; KazakcTaH Tapuxbl; cayajJHaMma; Cyx0aT; YATTHIK UAes;
YJITTBIK KO/

Cinreme xxacay ywiH: JlanuH H. KazakcTaH xa/KbIHbIH Tapyuxu caHachl ( 2021 . capaniibLIbIK cayas-
HaMa MaTepuaiaapsl 60ibiHIIA). Journal of the National Congress of Historians. 2026. Vol.6, no.2, pp.38-
50. https://doi.org

UcTtopuyeckoe co3HaHue HacesieHUA KaszaxcraHa
(no maTepuasiaM 3KcnepTHOro onpoca 2021 r.)

H. J/lanuH
Hayunwiii uncmumym usyueHus Yayca /[lxcyqu, Acmana, Kazaxcman

AHHOTanus. B ctaTbe npe/jcTaB/ieHbl Pe3yJbTaThl COLUOJOTUYECKOT0 UCCAe0BAHUS TPOBEJEHHOTO
B paMKax peajud3aluy npoekTa «PaspaboTka HaydyHO OOOCHOBAHHOHN KOHLeNUMHW (OPMHPOBAHUA
COBpeMeHHOU uctopuyeckod Hayku KasaxcraHa». [locpefcTBOM MeTO/[0B IMTYOUHHOTO UHTEPBbIO U
aHKEeTHPOBAHMS OBbLJIO ONPOILIEHO CTO Ka3aXCTAHCKUX 3KCIEPTOB-UCTOPUKOB, CIENUATU3UPYIOIIUXCS
II0 pa3/IMYHbIM acleKTaM pa3BUTHUs OTe4yeCTBEHHON HWCTOpPUYECKOW Hayku. McTropuorpaduyeckui
aHa/IM3 paboT Ka3aXCTAaHCKUX U 3apyOeKHbIX YUeHbIX ONpe/iesInI, UYTO IpOBeJjeH1e COLU0I0TrHYeCKUX
onpocoB B KaszaxcraHe B 06J1aCTH HUCTOPHUH SIBJSIOTCA BeCcbMa peJKHM siBJeHHEM. B ocHOBHOM
OHU OBbLIM CBfI3aHbl C W3y4YeHHEM BOINPOCOB Pa3BUTHUSA HUCTOPHUYECKOTro co3HaHHUA. [IpoBefeHHBIN
omnpoc Kacajica npob6JsieMbl GOPMUPOBAHUSL U COCTOSIHUE HCTOPUYECKOM MaMSATH COBpPEMEHHBIX
Ka3aXCTaHLeB, TaK KaK 3TO OLleHMBa/IM CaMHU 3KCIepThl. B yuc/ie MccieayeMbIX BONPOCOB ObLIU:
OTHOIIEHHE U HHTepec K UCTOPUH, yPOBEHb UCTOPUYECKON T'PAaMOTHOCTH U MHOTHe JipyTryue. BaxHbIM
BOIIPOCOM fIBJISIJIOCh MHEHHe 3KCIepTOB O BOCTPeOOBAHHOCTH 3alpoca HAy4HOro cooOLiecTBa Ha
CO3/laHMe HOBOW KOHIENIIMHM HUCTOPUYECKOTO CO3HAHMUS Ha CMeHY TOMH, YTO Oblla NPUHATA elle B
cepeguHe 1990-x ropos. Eie 04HOM 3HaUMMOM YacThIO0 JAHHOTO UCCIe0BaHMUA ABJISII0Ch BbIIBJIEHUE
HauboJiee [ eMCTBEHHbBIX, 10 MHEHHUIO 3KCIIEPTOB, MHCTPYMEHTOB (GOPMUPOBAaHUS HCTOPUYECKOU
naMATH: KWHO, KHury, CMY, mkoJia v Jp., a Takke OLleHKa UX POJIM U CTeleH! BausHUA. [loBejeHHbIN
CpeAy Ka3axCTaHCKUX 3KCIIepTOB — NpodecCHOHATbHBIX UCTOPUKOB ONPOC NO3BOJIMJ NPELIOXKHUTH
psiZ, BBIBOJIOB OTHOCHUTEJIbHO COZiepXKaHUs, XapaKTepa U MepcnekTUB GOPMUPOBAHUS, Pa3BUTHUA U
COBpPEMEHHOI'0 yPOBHA MCTOPHUYECKOTO CO3HAHMA Ka3axCTaHLEB Ha Iepuoj NpoBeJeHHs olpoca.
HecMoTpssi Ha OTZAesibHble OT/IMYMS B OLlEHKax OIpOILeHHble 3KCIepThbl [JOBOJIbHO OJHO3HAYHO
JleJIaloT 3aK/4deHHe 06 yCTOMYMBOM M PeryJsspHOM HHTepece rpaxzaH KasaxcTaHa K HCTOpUH
cTpaHbl. [Ipy 3TOM 3KcHepThl 3aKJ/II0YaOT YTO HECMOTPSA Ha NPOsIBJASAEeMbId HHTepec K UCTOPHUU ero
ypPOBEeHb OHU OLIEHUBAKOT KaK HeJOCTAaTOYHO HEBBICOKMU. B KauecTBe NPUYMHBI, KOTOpasg MOXET
0OBSICHUTD XOT$1 ObI OTYACTH JAHHBIN Pe3yJIbTaT, ABJISIOTCA HEJOCTATOUYHbIE UK Manio3pPeKTUBHbIE
yCUIMSA TOCYAapcTBa N0 GOPMUPOBAHUIO UCTOPUYECKOI'O CO3HAHMSA IpakJAaH. B cBA3M ¢ 3TUM ObLIU
OTMeyeHa HeoOXOJUMOCTb KOHCOJHUAUPOBAHHBIX YCUIUN KaK NpodeccUOoHaNbHbIX UCTOPUKOB, TaK
Y TOCYAApCTBEHHBIX CTPYKTYP AJis OAHSTHUS YPOBHS MHTEpeca HaceJeHUs] K UCTOPUU B IeJIOM, TaK
Y TIOBBIIIEHWS UCTOPUYECKOW IPAaMOTHOCTH B YaCTHOCTH. /J[pyrMM BaXKHbIM pe3yJbTaTOM OIpoca
CTaJI0 03BY4YeHHasi OGOJIbIIMHCTBOM OINPOIIEHHBIX 3KCIEPTOB HEOOXOJUMOCTh INEPepaboTKU U
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OGHOBJIEHHUSI B COOTBETCTBUHU C CETOJHAIIHUMU peanusaMu «KoHLeNnUuu UCTOPUYECKOT0 CO3HAHUSN.
OfHaKo KakK MOKAa3bIBAIOT pe3yJbTaTbl ONPOCa MHOTHE 3KCHepThl PAaKTUYECKH He CMOIVIM SICHO
chopMyMpoBaTh KakHe MYHKTHI JeldcTByooueld KoHlennu Heo6Xo0jJMMO UCKJIIOYUTb UJIU U3MEHUTD,
OrpaHUYHMBIINCH MPOCTO HEOOXOAMMOCTBHIO MU3MeHeHUH. KpoMe Toro, ompoc mokasas, YTO YTO IO
MHEHHI0 NPOdeCcCHOHANTbHBIX UCTOPUKOB HauboJsiee AEWCTBEHHOM WHCTPYMEHTOM BO3JAEHCTBUS Ha
dopMHUpOBaHHEe HCTOPUYECKOTO CO3HAHHUS B YCJIOBUSX COBpeMeHHOro KasaxcTaHa ocTaloTcs Cpe/icTBa
MHPOPMALMOHHOIO0 U KOMMYHUKaLMOHHOTO Bo3aeiicTBus (CMU, uHTepHeT), a Takke 3P PeKTUBHBIM
SIBJISIETCA JIOHeCeHHe MCTOpUYecKoW HMHPOpMaluM MNOCpPeJCTBOM KHHeMaTorpada. PesyabraTsl
MCCJIeJOBaHUS 3aJI0’KUJIH ONpe/ie/IEHHYI0 OCHOBY /JIsl IPOBe/leHus] JaJibHEHLIUX PaboT M0 U3yYeHUI0
KaK CO6CTBEHHO UCTOPUYECKOT'0 CO3HAHUS Ka3axCTaHLEeB, TaK U UCTOPUYECKOM HayKH B LIeJIOM
Knawueevle cnoea: wvcropuyeckas NaMATb; HCTOpUYecKoe CcO3HaHUe; uctopusa KasaxcraHa;
aHKeTUPOBaHUe; UHTEPBbIO; HAllUOHA/IbHAs HU/les]; HallMOHAJIbHbBIN KOJ,

Introduction

One of the key aspects of the successful, modern development of a state and society is the
ongoing process of modernization - not only in the economic, political, and cultural spheres.
Equally importantis the process of changing public consciousness, which enables the population
to adapt to current events while also laying the groundwork for further development.

One form of public consciousness is historical consciousness, which is also subject to change
and modernization and thus influences public consciousness as a whole.

All of this accounts for the ongoing interest in and relevance of researching various aspects
of citizens’ historical consciousness. This is particularly relevant in modern Kazakhstan, where
modernization processes have significantly intensified, and politicians and experts are even
speaking of the creation of a “New Kazakhstan” - a goal that is impossible without changes in
citizens’ public consciousness.

However, studying a phenomenon such as historical consciousness without conducting
sociological research is extremely difficult. As a review of studies conducted in the context of
examining the historical consciousness of Kazakhstan’s citizens shows, such research is carried
out rather rarely and is irregular in nature. The lack of a significant body of sociological findings
noticeably hinders the scientific analysis of the phenomenon of historical consciousness among
the population of Kazakhstan.

These factors, in turn, highlight the need to collect and introduce new data into the scientific
community - a goal that this article partially fulfills.

Materials and Methods

As part of the research project “Development of a Scientifically Grounded Concept for the
Formation of Modern Historical Science in Kazakhstan,” a working group that included the
authors carried out a sociological research program aimed at identifying expert opinions on
the current state and future prospects of historical science in Kazakhstan. One of the study’s
objectives was to “analyze expert opinions on the formation of historical consciousness among
the country’s population and on the need to develop a new concept for it.”
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In-depth interviews with experts served as the primary method for collecting sociological data.
The expert interviews were conducted between July and October 2021 using a combination of
methods, including both in-person meetings between the interviewer and the expert and online
communication (via Zoom, etc.). In addition to the interviews, a survey of experts was conducted.

Given the specific nature of the problem at hand, the experts were citizens of the Republic
of Kazakhstan over the age of 18 who had earned a degree (Doctor of Sciences, Candidate of
Sciences, or PhD) in the field of historical sciences, or historians who, although lacking a degree,
had published works on historical topics in academic journals included in the Scopus and/or
Web of Science databases. In accordance with the requirements of the project, the sample size
was set at 100 experts.

Literature Review

Research on historical consciousness has seen significant development in global and national
academia - in philosophy, history, sociology, and political science.

Among the scholars who have addressed the issue of historical consciousness over the years,
the following deserve mention: M.A. Barg, I.D. Kovalchenko, 0.A. Medushevskaya, Yu.A. Levada,
Zh.T. Toshchenko, O.I. Sgibneva, M.K. Gorshkov, N.M. Davydov, and L.I. Zuev. Also worth noting
are the English-speaking scholars Jorn Riisen, Peter C. Seixas, Jiri Subrt, Zheng Wang, Sirkka
Ahonen, and Andrew Glencross. Historiography already includes overviews of the emergence
and development of the concepts of “historical consciousness” and “historical memory” in
scholarship, as well as classifications of historiographical approaches to this issue, as found in
the works of M.A. Barg (Barg 1982: 61-69), L.P. Repina (Repina 2003; Repina: 191-201), B.M.
Satershinov (Satershinov 2011: 34), and D.S. Zhukov (Zhukov 2013: 6-16).

Among Kazakhstani scholars, the following have addressed the issue of historical
consciousness: B.M. Satershinov, A.N. Nysanbayev, K.N. Burkhanov, E.A. Abil, S.F. Mazhitov, A.N.
Kashkimbayev, E.S. Omarov, and others. A historiographical analysis of the works of Kazakhstani
scholars was previously conducted by N.S. Lapin (Lapin 2017: 33-58).

In Kazakhstan, conducting sociological surveys related to history is not a common practice.
Over the past 30 years of modern history, the total number of studies barely exceeds ten, and
most of them addressed only specificissues, often only indirectly related to the study of historical
consciousness. Among them are the works of: E.S. Omarova, I.V. Zadorina, S.V. Barinova, D.G.
Zaitseva, G. lleuva, A.P. Konovalova, and others (Lapin 2017: 169-187).

In Kazakhstan, specialized sociological studies of historical consciousness are conducted
extremely rarely. G. Illeuova, one of Kazakhstan’s leading sociologists, described the state of
the database on the historical consciousness of Kazakhstani citizens, noting that “sociological
research on historical topics [in Kazakhstan] is not very widespread, and in recent years we
have not had the opportunity to conduct such studies” (Illeuova 2015).

All this underscores the importance of conducting sociological research focused on various
aspects related to history, one example of which is the study carried out as part of the project
“Development of a Scientifically Grounded Concept for the Formation of Modern Historical
Science in Kazakhstan.” Its implementation marked a practical step toward studying not only
the level and nature of historical consciousness among Kazakhstani citizens but also the further
course of the modernization of national history.
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Results

Below, we will present the specific findings obtained by our working group during the
sociological study conducted in 2021; in particular, we will highlight those findings that are
directly related to the development of historical consciousness among the citizens of Kazakhstan.

Regarding interest in history, we note that most of the experts surveyed expressed the belief
that the population of Kazakhstan is interested in studying history. The combined percentage
of responses for “High interest” and “There is interest, but it is not high” reached a staggering
97%. However, if we break down these results by individual responses to each question, we see
a significant distinction. Only 30% of experts were certain that the level of interest in studying
history is high, while the remaining experts (67%) selected a response that clearly indicates
that interest exists but is not high.

Responses regarding the public’s interest in studying history vary significantly depending on
age group (Table 1). Older experts are more likely to report that the public has a high level of
interest in studying history, while middle-aged experts find that such interest is low.

Table 1

“How would you assess the level of public interest in studying history?’,
broken down by the experts' age, in %

On average, based | Ages 30-45 | Ages46-60 | Ages 61 and older
on the sample

High interest 30,0 16,7 34,2 37,5
There is some interest, but 67,0 80,0 63,2 59,4
not a lot

No interest at all 1,0 0,0 2,6 0,0

The prevailing view among experts, as revealed during in-depth expert interviews, is that
there is a high demand for historical information among the population of Kazakhstan, coupled
with a comparatively low level of historical knowledge. Apparently, this high demand for
historical knowledge stems from the population’s lack of a comprehensive system of historical
knowledge, which prevents them from finding answers to all the questions arising in the modern
world regarding their people’s past.

While the experts agreed regarding the public’'s demand for historical information, their
opinions diverged when it came to assessing the level of historical literacy. The expert opinions
received regarding the level of historical knowledge can be broadly divided into three groups:
high, medium, and low.

Experts whose assessments fall into the first group (high level of historical knowledge) rate
the level of historical literacy among Kazakhstani citizens highly, emphasizing the significant
role and contribution of several government programs in this regard, as well as the high level of
interest among citizens in studying the history of their ancestors.

Among the opinions expressed by experts in this group were, for example, the following
responses: “The level of historical literacy is high. After all, a tremendous amount of work has
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been done to foster historical awareness. State programs on national history have been adopted
and implemented. Kazakhs are well-versed in their country’s history. The history of Kazakhstan
is taught in schools and universities.” Another expert expressed confidence that “Kazakhstani
citizens take an active interest in history. They read a lot and know the history of their ancestors
and their country.” The experts note interest not only among the older generation but also
among young people: “There is a high demand [for history]. Even in elementary school, children
know about their ancestors. History is simply essential for everyone. I see interest among the
older generation, those in their 40s and 50s. Young people are keenly interested in history and
want to learn about it”.

Some experts describe the population’s level of historical knowledge as average. They
believe that the public’s interest in history is generally spontaneous, and systematic knowledge
is lacking. For example, one expert described it this way: “There is a demand [for history], but
it is more spontaneous than conscious. Everyone wants to know their family history going back
seven generations, but there are a lack of systematic knowledge and a systematic approach.”

Experts cite the flawed Unified National Test (UNT) system as one of the reasons for the
fragmented nature of historical knowledge among today’s youth; according to those surveyed,
education is primarily geared toward passing this test.

For example, one expert had this to say about the ENT: “The problem here lies not in the
curriculum but in the UNT. If the questions on the UBT and the topics covered in the curriculum
do not align with one another, then what is the point? Either the UNT questions should be based
directly on the curriculum, or the textbooks should be written to align with it.” Another expert
also highlighted the negative impact of the UBT on the development of solid historical knowledge:
“The younger generation knows it [i.e., history] better, but not well enough-their knowledge
is superficial-because school instruction is geared toward passing the Unified National Test,
which is administered in a test format. This results in a fragmented understanding based on
isolated figures and facts.”

Experts cite another reason for the public’s lack of systematic knowledge of history: the
public’s preference for unverified sources of historical information, primarily obtained from
the internet and social media. According to experts, “the public draws information mainly from
the internet, where there is a flood of information that does not correspond to historical truth.”

Some of the experts’ responses were classified into the third group, which characterizes the
level of historical knowledge as low. The experts in this group are convinced that the citizens
of Kazakhstan have a rather weak level of historical knowledge. Usually, according to the
experts, this trend aligns with global patterns. For example, one response reads: “Kazakhstani
citizens know their country’s history quite poorly. [ don’t think they differ much in this regard
from Russians, Americans, Filipinos, or Indians. This is a general trend for everyone.” Another
response highlights the link between the general population’s historical knowledge and low
educational attainment: “The level of historical literacy among the average, ordinary population
of Kazakhstan is very low. Their narrow outlook prevents them from appreciating our rather
rich history”.

Experts in this group attribute the low level of historical knowledge to the age of the
population. This stems from the practice of teaching history in Kazakhstan’s educational
institutions during the Soviet period and in the years following independence. Thus, the experts
believe that “there is a generation that did not study the history of Kazakhstan in schools or
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universities. Their knowledge is piecemeal and fragmented, and at times they harbor a latent
resistance to the need-to-know history.” At the same time, “people over the age of 40 know
almost nothing about history because, as far as [ know, the history of Kazakhstan was not taught
at all during the Soviet era. Thus, a huge segment of the population is completely unaware of the
history of Kazakhstan.”

One of the key questions posed to the experts concerned the need to develop a new concept
of historical consciousness.

In assessing the need to develop a new concept of historical consciousness, the experts’
opinions were divided into two groups.

The experts in the first group believe that there is now an urgent need for a new concept
of historical consciousness, based on which all other materials (textbooks, media programes,
film themes, etc.) will be developed. For example, one expert responded to a question about
the need to develop a new concept as follows: “A new concept of historical consciousness is
essential. Therefore, we must first develop the concept itself. Then, based on that concept, we
must develop and prepare new textbooks, publish new historical literature, create programs for
children on the internet and on YouTube, produce films, and so on.”

Another expertalso confirms the need to develop anew concept, noting the significantamount
of time that has passed since the adoption of the previous concept of historical consciousness
(Kontseptsiia ... 1995), which was adopted at the very beginning of independence: “It is
necessary to comprehensively examine and address all aspects. According to M. Kozybaev, the
first concept of independent Kazakhstan from 1995 raised many issues. A lot of time has passed
since then, so itis a very important document for historians today. For these historians, it should
be like the Constitution”.

Experts note the potential unifying role of the new concept of historical consciousness,
which will contribute to the process of nation-building: “A new concept is necessary. We need
to develop a national idea for the Republic of Kazakhstan that would unite the more than one
hundred ethnic groups of Kazakhstan into a single entity. As historians, we must unite all
ethnic groups into a single nation, which will subsequently provide a major impetus for the
development of Kazakhstan as a whole.” At the same time, as we can see from this excerpt, the
expert effectively equates the concept with the national idea, thereby implying a special role for
history in the national consolidation of Kazakhstan’s population.

A second, smaller group of experts tends to take the view that creating a new concept is
unnecessary. More precisely, they believe it is unnecessary to deliberately influence the process
of shaping public consciousness; this process should follow its own evolutionary course.

One expert from this group believes: “I don’t think we need a new concept of historical
consciousness, because that would imply artificially creating historical consciousness. It cannot
be created artificially. The state should provide the conditions for historical research and the
study of history; then we need collaboration among various historians in conjunction with
television. But to create a concept of historical consciousness, in my opinion, is fundamentally
impossible.” The experts believe that a concept of historical consciousness cannot be created;
“everything must develop naturally through the education of the younger generation, as part of
the normal teaching of history in schools and universities.”

An important aspect of the formation of historical consciousness is the tools through which
this consciousness is shaped and developed.
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According to survey data, experts identified historical films (49%), history textbooks, and
popular science television programs (39% each) as the top three most effective tools for shaping
the historical consciousness of the population.

Experts also attributed a significant role in this process to government policy—including the
adoption of various programs, laws, and the like (36%)—the work of professional historians
(34%), school education (33%), and social media (29%). Family upbringing (13%), the media
(6%), and NGOs (1%) were cited as less effective tools for shaping historical consciousness.

[tis worth noting the role of the media. When, during in-depth interviews, experts were asked
to assess in more detail the role of such important tools for shaping the population’s historical
consciousness as information technology, the media, and historical films, the experts agreed
that the role of the media and information technology in this process is significant. At the same
time, it was noted that the extent of this source’s positive influence on the public depends largely
on the professional qualities of the journalists presenting the information. Otherwise, society
experiences a “backfire,” where citizens are presented with fragmented, unverified, and often
pseudoscientific facts instead of a coherent system of historical consciousness. Furthermore,
the experts point out that the media, after all, have their own goals and objectives.

One expert note that “the role of information technology and the media is quite significant
here. But the problem is that journalists’ incompetence leads to pseudo-historical conclusions,
which mislead the public.” Another expert also highlights the significant role of the media: “The
role of mass media outlets, information technologies, and today’s social media platforms is
extremely important. Through these social media platforms and by utilizing various information
technologies via mass media outlets, we can help foster a new generation’s historical literacy.”

Experts emphasize the importance of professionalism among those who disseminate
historical information: “The media plays a significant role in enhancing historical literacy, and
this role largely depends on the professional ethics of journalists, bloggers, and others. Their
work must be systematic, rather than fragmented and ad hoc; only then will their contribution
to the development of historical consciousness in society be beneficial”.

At the same time, the experts interviewed emphasize that when creating historical content,
it is not only the professionalism of journalists that matters, but also their close collaboration
with scholars: “The media should convey objective scientific knowledge, be closer to academia,
and seek assistance and advice from professional historians.” In their interviews, the historians
surveyed provide specific examples of their own and their colleagues’ collaboration with various
media outlets, which, through information technology, helps shape the historical consciousness
of citizens: “Staff members of our Institute have begun to appear frequently in the media, on
radio programs on ‘Shalkar’ and ‘Kazakhstan, and on television. This helps to improve the
historical literacy of the population”.

Experts note that today, when shaping the historical consciousness of citizens-especially
young people-and enhancingtheir historicalliteracy,itisnecessary to focus on modern electronic
media, social networks, and new information platforms, which have become particularly popular
among the country’s youth, surpassing traditional media (television, radio, and print media) in
significance. As one expertnotes: “Today, the role of the media is very important. This is especially
true for digital media; young people now mainly use tablets, phones, and smartphones. They
get all their information from the internet. They don’t watch TV news.” Another expert also
commented on the relevance and effectiveness of internet resources: “Information technologies
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and mass media play a significant role in enhancing the public’s historical literacy, and the role
of the Internet is particularly significant. Ordinary people, especially young people, no longer
watch TV or follow the news; they get everything from the internet. Therefore, it is advisable to
encourage website owners—especially those under state control-to introduce history-related
programs, such as ‘History Corner; ‘5 Minutes of History, and so on”.

Experts note the growing importance of information technology in fostering historical literacy
among the public during the pandemic, when a significant part of people’s lives (including work,
study, leisure, and recreation) takes place in the virtual space: “Now, during the pandemic, the
role of information technology in enhancing historical literacy among the public is undoubtedly
significant.”

The experts surveyed emphasize the need for more active use of the Internet, which is
currently the most rapidly developing source of information; its historical content must be
simple, clear, and easy to understand. In this regard, one expert believes that “the concepts and
ideas promoted to shape a new historical consciousness must be quite simple to understand,
standard, and easy to absorb.”

Specific proposals were made in this regard: “We need to create appropriate programs and
produce short videos-5, 7, or 10 minutes long-in a specific, popular format and distribute them
to the public”.

That said, while acknowledging the great potential of modern information technology
and the Internet, experts note that the presentation of historical content lacks systematicity,
consistency, and clear organization. The available historical materials do not cover all target
groups (particularly children), are not tailored to specific audiences, and are methodologically
weak. Experts also point out “the very low quality of organized work; there is virtually no logic
or consistency in online resources. There are no methodological or scholarly materials tailored
for children.”

Reflecting on the role of film in shaping the public’s historical consciousness, experts
are convinced that its role is significant at any time; however, in the modern world-where
visualization is one of the dominant trends-it is difficult to overestimate its importance.

As one expert notes: “I believe that cinema plays very important role today-through films,
we come to understand our cultural visual code. We need to focus on cinema because the
visualization of history is in high demand right now. Cinema is one of the ways to engage the
younger generation with their own history”.

Another expert, also addressing the role of cinema in shaping the historical consciousness of
Kazakhstani people, emphasized its significant role: “The role [of cinema] is great, truly great.
A single good film can bring about a breakthrough in historical consciousness. Its role is great.
We are not yet making full use of our cinema.”

While noting cinema’s significant role in improving historical literacy and shaping historical
consciousness, the experts believe that a broader range of topics is necessary: “The role of
historical cinema is significant. There’s a trend toward batyrs now; films about batyrs are being
made. Yes, that's good, and it's necessary, but we also need to broaden the range of topics. Why
not make a good film about Manshuk Mametova or Aliya Moldagulova?”

On the one hand, experts - while acknowledging cinema’s ability to influence citizens’
historical literacy - highlight film as a powerful tool for shaping public consciousness; on the
other hand, they emphasize the need for a responsible approach. The experts interviewed note
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that “historical cinema cannot be separated from any other genre of film. Historical films must
also meet the criteria of high artistic merit, accuracy, and historical value - and, importantly,
they must not be propagandistic.” As with online and television content, experts emphasize the
need for scholarly oversight of the historical filmmaking process: “We must invest in historical
films. But we need quality control for historical films. This requires good historical consultants
and directors who understand the essence of that era’s history”.

Discussions

A distinctive feature of the study of various aspects of the formation and development of
historical consciousness is that it is often disconnected from the actual data obtained through
sociological methods - the very methods on which the identification and demonstration of this
phenomenon’s characteristics depend.

However, even the collection of some data, in turn, faces yet another problem. In Kazakhstan,
efforts to collect various types of empirical data are still insufficient and, more importantly, not
conducted on a regular basis. The studies that do exist-and whose data have been incorporated
into scholarly discourse-are often not always comparable with one another. That is, they often
address only specific issues that may sometimes complement one another-and even then, only
partially-but almost always, or very often, fail to reveal the dynamics-that is, changes in various
characteristics of historical consciousness-over a significant period. The only solution is to
conduct regular research.

A study conducted in 2021 contributes to the collection of new data. Some of the findings
have already been published by the author and other members of the research team (Lapin et
al. 2022: 259-268). That article focused primarily on expert assessments of problematic aspects
of the development of historical science at the present stage (low salaries for professional
historians, the low prestige of the field of history, the unsatisfactory socioeconomic status
of scholars, an insufficient number of grants, etc.). Therefore, this article serves as a logical
continuation of that earlier publication and explores other aspects directly related to experts’
assessments of certain characteristics of the level of historical consciousness.

Conclusions

Asurvey of Kazakhstanihistorians allows us to draw quite specific conclusionsaboutanumber
of aspects of the development and level of historical consciousness among the population of
Kazakhstan at the present time.

First, a key finding is that experts note the country’s citizens’ interest in history and its study.
However, while this interest is evident, its level is generally assessed as low, requiring additional
efforts-both from the historical community and government agencies-to develop historical
consciousness and raise the level of historical literacy. This finding regarding the low level of
interest in history may partly explain the ineffectiveness or limited results of the “historical
policy” being implemented in the country.

Second, according to most experts, the Concept of Historical Consciousness requires updating,
given the changes that have taken place since the adoption of the previous concept. At the same
time, it is noteworthy that experts often merely declare the need for a new concept, yet its
specific content is, in fact, rarely elaborated upon.
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Third, the experts clearly identified specific factors or tools for shaping the historical
consciousness of Kazakhstani citizens. At the same time, grouping these factors by social
institutions of influence shows that, according to the experts, the most effective institutions
are modern information and communication media, including the dissemination of historical
information through film, the internet, the media, and so on.
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